1.2.3. Talaud 

This language (Tal) is spoken in the Talaud Islands by about forty thousand 
people. The indigenous name is Talodda. In earlier literature the name Talaut 



was used but more recently the name Talaud has become general, deriving from the 
San word [tajauda*?]. 

A number of dialects occur but the degree of difference between them is not 
known. Adriani (1911) and Steller (1913) both briefly discuss dialect differences 
but only refer to a few aspects of phonology. Adriani recognises six dialects on 
the basis of reflexes of Proto-Austronesian (PAN) word-final *R. 

The informants for this study were from Rainis on the island of Karakelang 
and Lirung on the island of Salibabu. Only a very few phonological differences 
were noticed in material collected from them, prominent being reflexes of final 
*R: k in Salibabu and t in Karakelang. 

Jansen (1855) provides a 'Talaur' wordlist which appears to be a list from 
an unidentified San dialect. Adriani (1911) presents a brief phonological and 
grammatical statement and Steller (1913) adds to this and comments on errors in 
Adriani 's work (which was based on information from the missionary Talens) . 

The principal informant for this study was from Salibabu Island and that 
dialect is described here. 
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